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develops people, places and plans for 
sustainable neighborhood growth on 

Detroit's Eastside.



Think global, act local
● Climate refers to weather averages in 

a region over time. 
● Increased greenhouse gas emissions 

trap the sun’s heat and moisture in 
the atmosphere.

● GH gas concentrations hit a record 
high in 2020 and the UN reports the 
world is off target at meeting 
emissions reduction goals. 

● “Climate  change  threatens  our  
ability  to  achieve  sustainable  
development,  and  in  some  cases,  
our very  survival.” Ban  Ki-moon, Secretary  
General of  the  United Nations 



WHAT CAUSES CLIMATE CHANGE?
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Climate change both reflects and exacerbates social inequities. 



Climate change: an equity issue

● The consequences of a 
changing climate are not 
distributed evenly

● The solutions to climate 
change may strengthen 
existing inequalities or 
cause further harm

● Solutions must:
○ Be rooted in advancing 

racial and economic justice
○ Prioritize people most 

impacted





Climate Change in Detroit



▶ Urban heat island effect makes increases heat
▶ Detroit has just over 20% tree coverage
▶ 40% or more coverage can reduce temperatures by 10 degrees



Air Pollution
Did you 
know?

The Michigan zip code with the highest rate 
of asthma hospitalizations is 48215 on the 

Eastside of Detroit. The asthma 
hospitalization rate in this zip code is over 4 

times the Michigan average. 



Air Pollution Impacts
- Worsen with extreme weather
- “In the Detroit area, outdoor 

air pollution from all sources 
is responsible for an estimated 
721 premature deaths (571 due 
to PM2.5, and 150 due to 
ozone).”

- Source: Community Action to Promote Health Environments: Public Health 
Action Plan; Improving Air Quality and Health in Detroit, 2017



Source: Michigan Drinking Water Toolkit

Heavy Rain Events in MI will Increase 
Due to Climate Change 

• In 2019, MI had 41.83 inches of precipitation (the long term average before that 
was 31.69 inches per year)



June 25-26, 2021 

● 6 inches in 3 hours
● Second “500 year rain 

event” in 7 years
● 10 out of 16 pumps at 

Connor Creek and 
Freud were not 
functioning properly

● National disaster 
declaration



ECN’s response 



  

Wellness Space

Community Meeting Space

Tech Hub

Community Lounge

Fitness Rooms

Community Resources

Dance Studio

Podcast & Recording Studios

Creative Art Studio

Food & Nutritional Resources

Climate Resilience Hub

Indoor/Outdoor Activation

The Stoudamire: 
Wellness and Resilience Hub



  

Developing The Stoudamire Wellness Hub

Programmatic
Services

Everyday, mission-driven 
services

Emergency services during 
disruptions

Logistics and coordination 
during disruptions

Water, energy, and resilience 
strategies for the community

Resources and 
communications

Resilient
Structure

Energy and water efficient

Solar, storage, and backup 
power

Flood mitigation and water 
management

Resilient and redundant 
communications systems

High indoor air quality

Secure and accessible

Heating/cooling centers

Communications hub

Food, water, and medical 
supply storage and 
distribution

Safe, secure, and accessible 
space

Transportation for 
mobility-challenged

Emergency
Services

Engagement & 
Communications

Disruption planning and 
protocols

Community needs and 
resilience gap assessments

Strengthening outreach 
before, during, and after 
disruptions

Training for resiliency 



Looking Ahead 

● Eastside Climate Action 
Coalition (ECAC)- second 
Wednesday of every month 5:00-6:30

● Building resident leadership 
capacity  

● Network of resilience hubs 
across the eastside

● Eastside Flooding Task Force
● Policy advocacy
● Emergency preparedness 

workshops


